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Please find below and/or attached an Office communication concerning this application or 
proceeding. 


Commissioner of Patents and Trademarks 

A reference relevant to the examination of this application may soon become available. Ex parte prosecution is 
SUSPENDED FOR A PERIOD OF 6 MONTHS from the date of this letter. Upon expiration of the period of suspension, applicant 
should make an inquiry as to the status of the application. 


Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner should be directed to David S. Romeo 
WHOSE TELEPHONE NUMBER IS (703) 305-4050. THE EXAMINER CAN NORMALLY BE REACHED ON MONDAY THROUGH FRIDAY FROM 7:30 A.M. TO 4:00 P.M. 

IF ATTEMPTS TO REACH THE EXAMINER BY TELEPHONE ARE UNSUCCESSFUL, THE EXAMINER’S SUPERVISOR, GARY KUNZ, CAN BE REACHED ON (703) 

308-4623. 

IF SUBMITTING OFFICIAL CORRESPONDENCE BY FAX, APPLICANTS ARE ENCOURAGED TO SUBMIT OFFICIAL CORRESPONDENCE TO THE FOLLOWING TC 
1600 BEFORE AND AFTER FINAL RlGHTFAX NUMBERS: 

BEFORE Final (703) 872-9306 

After Final (703) 872-9307 

In addition to the Official RightFax numbers above, theTC 1600 Fax Center has the following Official fax numbers: (703)305-3592, 
(703) 308-4242 AND (703) 305-3014. 

CUSTOMERS ARE ALSO ADVISED TO USE CERTIFICATE OF FACSIMILE PROCEDURES WHEN SUBMITTING A REPLY TO A NON-FINAL OR FINAL OFFICE 
ACTION BY FACSIMILE (SEE 37 CFR 1 .6 AND 1 .8). 

Faxed draft or informal communications should be directed to the examiner at (703) 308-0294. 

Any INQUIRY OF A general nature or relating to the status of this application or proceeding should be directed to the Group 
receptionist whose telephone number is (703) 308-0196. 
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Check the suspension listed below which is being requested and supply the information listed for 
such: 


A. Suspension - Awaiting New Reference. Interference Specialists Anthony Caputa, Cecilia 
Tsang, and/or Michael Woodward must be consulted for the approval to suspend action based on a 
reference relevant to examination becoming available. 


Application No. as Potential Reference: 08469637 


Status of Application: as of 10/30/2002 the case is in 71 status (EOSP) 
AND RESET THE STATUS FOR EXPIRED SUSPENSIONS. 


Interference Specialist Approval for Suspension^ 
Previously Suspended On: 02/21/2002 
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B. Suspension - Possible Interference - Office or Applicant Initiated. Interference 

Specialists Anthony Caputa, Cecilia Tsang, and/or Michael Woodward must be consulted for the 
approval to suspend action based on a potential interference between pending but unrelated 
applications. Provide the interfering application numbers below. 


Interfering Party Application No.: 

Interference Specialist Approval for Suspension: 


Previously Suspended On: 

C. . Suspension - Overlapping Applications by Same Applicant or Owned by Same 

Applicant (MPEP 709.1 and 2315.01). Suspension of an application based on the outcome of a 
related application in interference to the same applicant or owned by the same applicant is to be 
avoided by prosecuting the application to the fullest extent. Such can be accomplished by treating as 
prior art the counts of the interference for the purpose of making provisional rejections and by 
insisting on proper lines of division or distinction between the applications. Use form paragraph 
23.17 for a rejection based on the count of an interference. In some instances, suspension of action 
by the Office cannot be avoided (see MPEP 709.01). Interference Specialists Anthony Caputa, 
Cecilia Tsang, and/or Michael Woodward must be consulted for the approval to suspend action based 
the outcome of pending interference using form paragraph 23.18. 


Interference Number: 


Application No. in Interference: 



